Characteristics of Escherichia coli isolated from septic foals.
Fifteen Escherichia coli isolates from the blood and tissue of foals with septicemia were compared with 15 from the feces of clinically normal horses. Comparisons were made with respect to survival in normal equine serum, production of aerobactin, and production of hemolysin. Isolates from the blood and tissues of septic foals were more likely to be resistant to equine serum than were isolates from feces of clinically normal horses. There were minimal differences between the isolates with respect to aerobactin and hemolysin production, almost all being nonhemolytic and aerobactin negative. Serum resistance is probably a virulence determinant for invasive E. coli in horses.